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EDITORIAL 


Not What the Assembly Urged 





If what is happening in arranging the church- 
wide debates is to be credited to the neglect or in- 
difference of the friends of reunion, that is one 
thing; but if the pattern is carefully projected by 
only one group, then all of us ought to see what is 
being done to our people and to our church. 

Here is one of many similar situations: A notice 
goes out that Kenneth S. Keyes of Miami will speak 
in opposition to reunion at Savannah on March 1 
—and that a speaker for the other side of the ques- 
tion will be welcome to participate. 

Well. perhaps on such short notice a speaker can 
be secured and perhaps not; in either case, the meet- 
ing is held and the public is told that, with seeming 
generosity (!), an opposition speaker would have 
been entirely welcome. 

But what kind of mutuality is it that plans a 
schedule for Mr. Keyes (or someone else) and then 
seeks to bend everyone else to his plan and con- 
venience? 

In one instance after another, when friends of 
reunion have learned that Mr. Keyes was being 
brought into a locality, they have bent every effort 
to have a speaker to share the platform with him, 
but in few instances have they been able to arrange 
it on such short notice, or on any but Mr. Keyes’ 
terms. 

This happened first all across South Carolina, 
then across Mississippi, then Texas, and now it is 
going on in Georgia, and it will doubtless go on else- 
where unless it is challenged. 


No one minds having Mr. Keyes make his talks 
and show his charts if he wants to conduct such an 
effort. Indeed, in all such cases it is deeply regretted 
that the fallacies of his arguments and the errors of 
his charts cannot be revealed at the same time and 
place—and the only reason they can’t is that the 
meeting is planned and set up for Mr. Keyes alone and 
not for a fair presentation of both sides of the ques- 
tion. In the few cases where he has been answered 
his claims have been exploded and his charts riddled. 

It does not have to be argued that this was not 
what the General Assembly asked for. It would 
never approve such unilateral arrangements, but it 
is unfortunate that a good many people who come 
to the Keyes meetings do not know that this is true. 
Meanwhile Mr. Keyes disseminates his type of in- 
formation and charges to these groups without being 
challenged. 

In the name of truth, no high cause and no good 
to the church will be advanced by such procedure. 

The only thing that is needed—and this appeals 
to every fair-minded person—is to have the meet- 
ings planned from the first by responsible represen- 
tatives of both points of view and arranged at a 
time and place mutually satisfactory to the speakers 
involved. How anyone could object to such ele- 
mental fairness, it is difficult to understand. 

Any other procedure could only suggest that the 
supporters of such a plan are afraid of the results 
of a fair and equal presentation of the case for 
union. 














Letters to the Editors 





Hot Springs Church Recognizes Four Scouts 





God and Country Award 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


In the Feb. 8 issue of THE OvTLOOK I 
see that you are asking for the names of 
boys in our churches who have received 
the God and Country Award. I am happy 
to report to you that this award was made 
to four boys of our congregation, members 
of our Scout Troop No. 1, in the morning 
service on Sunday, February 7. The names 
of these boys are: Joe Keene, Jr., Charles 
Englund, Dean Englund and _ Robert 
Angell. 

These boys have spent more than a year 
in preparation for this award, studying 
with the minister, and they are the first 
in the city to have received it. 

I might mention that our Troop No. 1 is 
the oldest Boy Scout organization, not 
only in the city of Hot Springs, but in the 
State of Arkansas. 

We will be happy to have you publish 
the names of these four Scouts. Three of 
them are Eagle Scouts, namely, the two 
Englunds, and Robert Angell. 

JAMES OVERHOLSER. 
Hot Springs, Ark. 


Texas Council 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

We appreciate greatly your using the 
story of the first annual meeting of the 
Texas Council of Churches on page 1 of 
the January 25 number. 

I do not know of another church peri- 
odical in the whole country that is doing 
a better job of keeping its readers in- 
formed, not only about their own denom- 
ination but of the wider activities of the 
church as a whole. 


THIS WEEK 


These People Join 
Thousends More 


In Saying ... 
Let Presbyterians Reunite!* 


(Continued from last issue) 





Mrs. Oscar G. Nelson Mathilda R. 
Nashville, Tenn. Cartledge 
Mr. & Mrs. Chas G. — City, 
Lueck — 

Washington, D.C. = Mr, & Mrs. G. H. 
Howard Chadwick Cartledge 
Charlotte, N. C. Fountain City, 
Tenn. 


Mrs. G. C. Witmer 


Fountain City, Chaplain R. W. Odell 
Tenn. FPO, New York 
IN rsa site sacs the cass antl aoe 


I a i 
IN I in ssi chapscininpe tgditgespsictaaaete 


*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyte- 
rians Reunite! summarizing an editorial se- 
ries, with more than 140 signatures, will 
be sent free of charge for a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope. Or, 25 for 25¢; $1 
per 100. 


The Presbyterian Outlook 
1 North 6th St., Richmond 19, Virginia 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter June 15, 1910, at the 


Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 1 North 
first week, January, and fourth week August. Telephone 23-9492; night, 4-5554. 10¢ a copy, $4.00 a year. 


of March 3, 1879. 


Published weekly on Monday b 


I have before me the January 11 issue 
of THE OUTLOOK with the constructive and 
prophetic statement of objectives for 1954. 
Every one of the twelve objectives is 
worthy of commendation but I should like 
to express particular appreciation for the 
first one. Interpretation of the Evanston 
meeting will be an exceptional service to 
your readers. 

Thank God for the truly Christian wit- 
ness of THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK! 


HAROLD KILPATRICK, Executive Secretary. 
Austin, Texas. 


@The kind and over-generous words 
are deeply appreciated. Mr. Kilpatrick is 
a Presbyterian elder who led the San 
Antonio Council of Churches with such 
distinction that when the state council 
was formed he was called to lead its 
program. 


Protests Advertisement 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


I marvel that your magazine should 
become the medium of dissemination of 
the vagaries of Dr. G. Campbell Morgan 
especially in this day when many clergy- 
men are facing another rash of Premille- 
narian theories. 

Back in 1919, Dr. James H. Snowden, 
LL.D., of Western Seminary, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., wrote in The Biblical World, “Such 
leaders as Dr. G. Campbell Morgan and 
the author of ‘Jesus is Coming’ boldly 
proclaim it’—that is, that the whole 
world every week is going up to Jeru- 
salem to attend the feasts and offer sac- 
rifices of the Old Testament dispensa- 
tion.” This is an abhorrent doctrine, and 
we turn from it with loathing. 

RoBertT THENA. 
South Charleston, Ohio. 


@eNOTE—Mr. Thena’s reference 
an advertisement. 


is to 


“Capt.” Black and Maxton 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


We learn that the William Black home 
at Montreat will be open for commis- 
sioners and guests of the General As- 
sembly which meets in Montreat May 
27. It certainly is appropriate that Mrs. 
Pauline A, Allen of the old home town of 
William Black, has been appointed man- 
ager and hostess of the home bearing his 
name. 

This brings to mind a meeting held in 
the Presbyterian church of Maxton in 
1889. (Dr. Hill may have been pastor, 
not positive.) Bill Fife, the noted “Drum- 
mer Evangelist’ conducted, I believe, the 
most powerful protracted meeting ever 
held in Maxton, with more than 50 con- 
versions. A number of young men of the 
town were active in every way for the 
wonderful success of the meeting; among 
them a prominent young lawyer and 
leader of the town’s military company, 
Captain William Black. Not only was 
he one of the main workers in the meet- 
ing, but he decided then or soon there- 
after to enter the ministry; later on 
becoming our synod evangelist. He held 
more than one meeting in our church 
here, and we had the blessed privilege of 
entertaining him in our home, but I 
never was able to get around to calling 


him Dr. Black; to me, he was Captain 
Black, and even when he was preaching 
I must confess some times I could see 
him in uniform directing movement of 
the Maxton Guards on parade. He has 
a sister at the Presbyterian home, High 
Point, who at one time conducted a 
millinery establishment here; a brother, 
John M. (deceased), lived in Shelby. 

A fine people and I am glad to have 
known them. Before the Fife meeting 
there were seven barrooms in Maxton: 
following the great effort in the cause of 
Christ the number began to dwindle until 
finally the nefarious traffic was banished 
from the town. 

H. L. CARPENTER. 
Rutherfordton, N, C. 


LATE NEWS 


Dr. Summey Dies 
At 100 Years of Age 


George Summey, 100, died in New Or- 
leans, La., Feb. 21. Next June 3 he would 
have been 101 years old. 

Dr. Summey, who was Moderator of the 
General Assembly in 1925, had been in 
a, New Orleans hospital since June, 1951, 
leaving on a stretcher on only two occa- 
sions during that time to attend special 
services at church. 

He was born in Asheville, N. C., in 1853. 
After one year at the University of Geor- 
gia he entered Davidson College being 
graduated in 1870—at the age of 17—and 
from Union Seminary, Va., in 1873. 

Dr. Summey had several careers. One 
was his series of pastorates across the 
church, concluding with his retirement 
from the Third church, New Orleans, in 
1928. Before going to that church in 1903 
he was chancellor of Southwestern (then 
at Clarksville, Tenn.) for 11 years. 

He taught at Austin Seminary 1927-40 
and continued to deliver occasional lec- 
tures there long after that time. 

Another contribution was in the realm 
of the church press. Dr. Summey was 
editor of the Southwestern Presbyterian 
1903-09. This paper merged with others 
to become Presbyterian of the South and 
he was an editor, 1909-13. The paper, 
merging with others, was one of the pre- 
decessors of THE PRESRYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 
of which Dr. Summey continued to be 
a contributing editor. 


Williams Is Unfrocked 
By Detroit Presbytery 


Detroit Presbytery (USA) has unfrock- 
ed 59-year-old Claude Williams of Helena. 
Ala., on charges of heresy, subversion of 
the faith and preaching false doctrines. 

Additional charges of Communism, as 
charged by the House Un-American Ac- 
tivities Committee, were not dealt with. 
Mr. Williams insisted that the presbytery 
find him “guilty or innocent” on the Com- 
munist charge. He said he would appeal 
to the church’s highest courts. 

Now director of the “People’s Institute 
of Applied Religion,” he worked in De- 
troit in wartime as an industrial chaplain 
among auto and defense workers. 

Chairman of the commission trying Mr. 
Williams was Henry J. Walch, Plymouth, 
Mich. The heresy charges, he said, dealt 
principally with Mr. Williams’ view of 
the divinity of Christ. Mr. Williams, he 
said, “feels that he was ‘just another good 
man’ on earth.” 
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ASSEMBLY’S MEN PLAN AHEAD 


Plans for Presbyterian, U. S., men 
were getting off to a good start for the 
year when 150 members of the Assem- 
bly’s Men’s Council met in Richmond, 
Va., for a full three-day business session. 

In his report to the AMC, the retiring 
president, Royall R. Brown, Winston- 
Salem, N. C., insurance executive, called 
the past year “the greatest year in the 
history of men’s work in the history of 
our church,” and he told of “a general 
upsurge in interest of men everywhere in 
the work of the church.” He urged more 
staff help to care for increasing develop- 
ments in the men’s program. He urged 
that men be given “something to do and 
something that will hold them together as 
an army of Christian workers.” 


Big Item: New Orleans 

Big item ahead of the AMC this year 
is the New Orleans convention Oct. 15- 
17 and much of the council meeting was 
set aside for detailed planning. Speakers 
already signed-up include: Louis H. 
Evans, Everett Mitchell, Elfan Rees, 
Billy Graham and George W. Crane 
and 8,000-10,000 men are expected to 
hear them. 

A major undertaking urged upon men’s 
groups was “the activation of inactive 
men in every church,” with specific and 
practical duties outlined. In addition, 
the church officer training program for 
elders and deacons is being pushed. Five 
synod conferences were reported having 
special training for these officers—Appa- 
lachia, Florida, Tennessee, Texas and 
Virginia. 

Coincident with the 250th anniversary 
of the organization of the first presbytery 
in America in 1956, the men’s staff urged 
the AMC to plan and conduct Elder- 
Deacon-Pastor conventions in each svnod 
during that year with “‘a consideration of 
our heritage, the principles of representa- 
tive government, the contribution of the 
Presbyterian Church to the nation, the 
significance of the work of elders and 
deacons, the purposes and processes of 
Men’s Work as it promotes the total pro- 
gram of the church.” 

The staff also urged during 1955 a 
goal of 25,000 men in special study 
classes in churches: 5,000 each in evan- 
gelism, Bible study, Presbvterian beliefs, 
church history, and teacher-training. As 
a taste of this, the council had Joseph 
M. Gettys of Dallas to lead three periods 
on “How to Study the Bible.” 

The AMC was also asked to face the 
liquor problem and to challenge Presby- 


terian men “to abstain from the use of 
liquor and to bear testimony to its evil 
effects on the individual, in the home 
and in every relation of life.” 


Sees “Crucial Year” 

All Assembly boards and agencies made 
reports to the council. In the one written 
by J. G. Patton, Jr., from the General 
Council he said: 

“The General Council would call to the 
attention of the Men of the General As- 
sembly the fact that we are entering upon 
one of the most difficult and crucial years 
in the history of our church. The final plan 
of union will be presented to the General 
Assembly and no doubt sent down to the 
presbyteries for their advice and consent. 
Whatever the results may be as far as 
union is concerned, the attention of the 
church this year will be primarily focused 
on this one issue. It will, therefore, be 
more difficult than ever to keep the life 
and work of the church up to the high 
standard which has been set in recent 
years. This is a responsibility which the 
men can shoulder. While the church 
courts are debating union, our men must 
see that unity at the local church level is 
maintained.” 


The AMC customarily does not deal 
vith controversial issues whether they 
have been approved by the General As- 
sembly or not. What groups of men in 
the churches do, however, depends on the 
plans laid there by their leaders. 

Agencies supplied the AMC with in- 
formation about their activities but few 
requests were made for the specific help 
of the men. 

What the AMC did with the mass of 
material put into its hands would be seen 
when adjournment came. 





CROWE: Heads Mississippi college. 


Belhaven Made Co-ed 
As Mac Crowe Is 
Elected President 


Called Meeting of Synod 
Votes Change in Charter 

R. McFerran Crowe has accepted a call 
to the presidency of Belhaven College 
in Jackson, Miss. Pastor of the North 
Avenue church, Atlanta, since December, 
1950, Dr. Crowe will take over his new 
duties July 1 after spending three months 
visiting other colleges and consulting ed- 
ucation leaders. 

The new president succeeds Guy T. 
Gillespie who has headed the college since 
1921. Dr. Gillespie’s retirement was 
announced last year. 

Although his acceptance was not con- 
ditioned on the change, the new president 
did not accept the new post until after 
the Synod of Mississippi vcted to change 
the charter of the college so as to make 
it a co-educational institution as he had 
requested. 

A called meeting of the synod was held 
in mid-February and over some opposi- 
tion the step was taken. At the present 
time Mississippi is one of the controlling 
svnods of Southwestern at Memphis and 
this new step will give the synod two co- 
educational institutions. 

Dr. Crowe came to his Atlanta pastor- 
ate from Oklahoma City’s Central 
church. Before that he was a chaplain 
in the armed forces. He was born in 
Abingdon, Va., and grew up in Memphis 
and St. Louis. He took his college 
work at Hampden-Sydney and his theo- 
logical training at Union Seminary in 
Virginia. His early pastoral experience 
was at Hillsville, Va., and the Prytania 
Street church, New Orleans. King College 
awarded him the D. D. degree. 

In commenting on his acceptance, Dr. 
Crowe expressed his belief “that the fu- 
ture of Belhaven is a very bright one. 
I know that it will stand for all that is 
best in Presbyterianism—educationally, 
doctrinally and ecclesiastically.” 

He said he is glad the charter change 
was made because of his interest in co- 
education. “I am happy to be preparing 
to teach boys and girls. But I am par- 
ticularly interested in having something 
to do with the education of men.” 

Belhaven was founded in 1894 as a 
private school for women. It came under 
the control of two presbyteries in 1910 
and under the synod in 1913. In 1939 
it was merged with Mississippi Synodical 
College which began in 1883 as a private 
school for girls at Holly Springs. 








CWS Reports Record 
Relief Shipments 


New York (RNS)—Church World 
Service shipped $9,699,619 worth of 
emergency relief materials overseas in 
1953, twice as much as in any previous 
year, Wayland Zwayer, associate direc- 
tor, reported to the annual meeting of its 
board of managers here. 

CWS is the relief agency of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. 

Dr. Zwayer said that most of the 28,- 
400,011 pounds of food, clothing, medi- 
cine and other relief materials sent abroad 
went to areas of distress in Europe and 
Asia. 

A major factor in the record-breaking 
relief shipments by the churches was the 
release to their programs of government 
surplus products by the U.S., he said, 
but even without government commodities 
the 1953 CWS relief shipments would 
have exceeded those for any of the pre- 
vious five years. 

Government surplus food distributed 


through CWS, Dr. Zwayer said, included 
15,666,081 pounds of dried milk, 1,569,- 


$68 pcunds of butter and 61,699 pounds 
of cheese. 


USA Laymen Meet in California 


SACRAMENTO, Calif. (RNS)—Some 
750 Presbyterian laymen attending a 
three-day regional meeting here heard a 
call for new religious vitality in the big 
cities. 

The meeting was one of two scheduled 
for the first quarter of 1954 by the Na- 
tional Council of Presbyterian Men. The 
other will be held in Chicago, March 
19-21. 

Dr. Arthur M. Bannerman, president 
of Warren Wilson College, Swannanoa, 
N. C., who is Council president, declared 
that particularly in the eastern cities is 
a new and vigorous religious spirit need- 
ed. 

At the same time, he said “‘the signs 
are generally promising.” 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here from a recorded radio-telephone panel are 
Harmon B. Ramsey, Athens, Ga.; Thomas W. Currie, Dallas, Texas; 
and James E. Fogartie, Fort Smith, Ark. 


PRAYER FOR RESTORED SIGHT 

A blind lady has been praying for 
restored sight for six years so she could 
read the Bible. She now wonders if 
she should continue to pray for restora- 
tion of her sight. 

Ramsey: We can certainly sympathize 
with the one who asks this question and 
with the noble purpose she has expressed 
in her desire for restored sight. I am 
sure we may assume that the questioner 
has already consulted the doctors and 
that they have done all they could so that 
she feels now that if sight is restored it 
must be done by the grace of God. Since 
the Scriptures encourage us to persevere 
in praying, there is no reason for saying 
that the prayer for restored sight should 
be discontinued. We must recognize, of 
course, that there are petitions which God, 
for reasons known to himself, does not see 
fit to grant, but often the answer may 
come eventually. In any case, I would say 
that it is certainly right for the ques- 
tioner to continue her request, recogniz- 
ing that God is her Heavenly Father and 
realizing that she should seek most of 
all for his will to be done. 

Currie: I knew a man who was go- 
ing blind who not only prayed for sight 
but learned Braille, and I am sure this 
questioner has thought about that too, but 
it seems to me that God expects us to do 
what we can in the circumstances where 
we are, as well as for the circumstances 
themselves. 


4 


RAMSEY: The American Bible So- 
ciety, I understand, has talking records 
of the Scripture available, and I believe 
the price is quite reasonable. Our ques- 
tioner may wish to explore the possibil- 
itv of securing portions of the Bible in 
this form. 


DEAD BURY DEAD 
What did Christ mean when he said, 
“Let the dead bury its dead’’? 

FoGaRTIE: That is a reference found 
in the eighth chapter of the Gospel of 
Matthew, verse 22: ‘Let the dead bury 
their dead.” Jesus here is speaking to 
a scribe and his whole idea briefly is to 
say, “Follow me.” It is the call to his 
disciples here; and Jesus implied that 
the scribe not count the cost of disciple- 
ship. Jesus goes on to say that it must 
be everything or nothing so far as he is 
concerned. That is, following him as 
a disciple must take precedence over the 
normal delays of performing family ob- 
ligations. So, he said, “Let the dead 
bury their own dead’’—that is, put aside 
family obligations, put aside everything 
and follow me. 

MoperaATor: This incident, I believe. 
is usually looked upon as one in which 
a person is seeking to find an excuse, to 
justify his holding back and not meeting 
the demands of Christ. Jesus seems to 
say that no excuse is as good as full 
commitment. 


The laymen heard talks by denomina- 
tional leaders, pastors and missionaries 
urging that the Gospel be made effective 
in local communities. 

Ganse Little of Pasadena said that the 
world is suffering from ‘an unsatisfied 
thirst of goodness.” He added that 
people are waiting on the sidelines to 
see someone living the life they would 
like so they can say, “there it is.” 

Thomas E. Whiteman, a past Council 
president, said Americans are spending 
for education and religion less than a 
fourth the amount they spend for liquor, 
tobacco and entertainment. 

‘That's not good sound judgment for 
the American people,” he warned. 
Presbyterians, he said, could spend 
5,000,000 more this vear on equipment 
and higher salaries, if the money were 
available. 

“We have underpaid preachers and 
teachers,” he declared, “and many 
churches are in need of repair.” 
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Moderator Speaks 


A highlight of the sessions was a mass- 
meeting in the Westminster Presbyterian 
church, attended by about 1,000 laymen. 
John A. Mackay, president of Princeton 
Theological Seminary, and moderator 
of the Presbyterian General Assembly, 
was the principal speaker. Lem T. 
Jones, Kansas City manufacturer who is 
chairman of the board of managers of 
United Church Men, also spoke. 

Others addressing the sessions included 
Frank M. Totton of New York, vice- 
president of the Chase National Bank, 
who spoke on “Laymen Witnessing”; H. 
Roe Bartle of Kansas City, an attorney, 
banker and Boy Scout executive, who dis- 
cussed “I Believe,” and Chaplain (Rear 
Admiral) S. W. Salisbury of Washington, 
D. C., retired Chief of Navy Chaplains. 
Chaplain Salisbury has been engaged by 
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
to visit colleges and theological sem- 
inaries to give lectures on the armed 
forces chaplaincy. 


New Orleans Mission 
Leader, Miss Garrison Dies 


Miss Lois Garrison, director of the 
Chinese Presbyterian Mission in New 
Orleans, died at Foundation Hospital 
Feb. 12 following an illness of six weeks. 

Only last May did Miss Garrison un- 
veil the cornerstone to the new mission 
building. 

A native of New Orleans, Miss Gar- 
rison went to school there and was grad- 
uated from the Assembly’s Training 
School in 1929. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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E ALL know what it means, in the 

materia] realm, to have some lux- 
uries we can’t afford. We often go ahead 
and afford them anyway; but sooner or 
later there comes a time when we have 
to face the fact that we have been enjoy- 
ing some luxuries which we can no long- 
er afford. In those times when we find 
it necessary to decide what we can do 
without, we are sometimes surprised to 
find that some things we had considered 
necessities are really luxuries which are 
quite too expensive to keep. 

You would not expect me to devote a 
sermon to considering such luxuries in 
the material realm. I want to discuss 
some luxuries in the spiritual and moral 
realm; but perhaps I should restate my 
subject as follows: ‘Some luxuries are 
becoming increasingly expensive today.” 
It is not for me to say that they are too 
expensive for you to afford. That de- 
cision must rest with you. 


Three Attitudes 

The first such expensive luxury I want 
to name is three attitudes of the human 
mind and spirit. I name them together 
because they are related, although they 
are not quite the same. They are: neu- 
trality, a closed mind, and indifference. 

We might define neutrality as “an at- 
titude of suspended or reserved judgment 
on the issues of life.”” Now there is some- 
thing very luxurious about neutrality. 
It relieves you of the necessity of doing 
anything about the issue in question. 
There is a subtle temptation here to 
which the educated man is particularly 
vulnerable. As Kenneth Irving Brown 
once remarked: ‘The central temptation 
in college is that of developing the im- 
personal, critical attitude toward truth 
without accepting any responsibility for 
doing something about it.” 

And further, neutrality appears, quite 
often, to be a superior position. It shows 
that we are men of careful judgment, that 
we do not wish to make judgments on 
partial knowledge of the facts. 

All of this is verv good—up to a point, 
but since we are all in the stream of life, 
and since issues are being decided now, 
we might wonder if we have the right to 
suspend judgment to the point of es- 
caping responsibility. 

Some men have tried to take a neutral 
position towards Jesus Christ. They are 

*Mr. Barron is pastor of the Second 
church, Charleston, S.C. OUTLooK readers 


will remember him also from his Ovur- 
LooK PuLpir sermon, Jan. 26, 19538. 
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@ Any preacher or church member will recognize that it takes a lot of courage 


for a man to stand in his own pulpit and preach a sermon like this one 


Some Luxuries We Can’t Afford Today 


By VANCE BARRON* 


certainly not against him; but neither are 
they committed to him. There is so much 
that a man can’t know, so many unan- 
swered questions. They simply reserve 
judgment. We might well remember here 
that Christ emphatically asserted that the 
position of neutrality towards him is 
really an illusion. “He that is not with 
me is against me,” he said. 

Should not we say the same of the 
crucial issues of life which confront us 
today? In the last analysis, in God’s 
analysis at least, we will have been for 
or against them. That is one reason why 
neutrality is an expensive luxury—you 
are paying for something you don’t get! 
And what do you pay for it? It costs 
you the high privilege of using your in- 
fluence to its fullest in shaping the church 
and the world closer to the mind of God. 
That is not only a privilege, it is a re- 
sponsibility! God expects you to use 
your judgment, to take your stand for the 
right, as it is given you to see it. 

A Closed Mind 

The second attitude I named is that 
of a Closed Mind, which is rather the 
opposite of neutrality and is too well 
known to need definition. There is some- 
thing very luxurious about having a 
closed mind. It gives you a certain peace 
to get all the answers and have them 
neatly filed away, not subject to revision! 
It means that you don’t have to deal with 
any new evidence; and it is disturbing 
to have to deal with new evidence which 
challenges a settled conviction. 

All can understand that, but don’t for- 
get that this luxury, like all others, is 
expensive! What you pay is the oppor- 
tunity for further growth and develop- 
ment. You “freeze” your own life and 
the life of your institutions at a certain 
point, which is always this side of per- 
fection. Note further that a closed mind 
may cause you to miss the call of God 
in the opportunities of the present day; 
and new days do bring new duties. Now, 
of course, God doesn’t change, and neither 
does truth. If a thing was ever true it 
will always be true; but our understand- 
ing of truth can change (and often 
should), and opportunities can appear 
which had not appeared before. That 
which seemed, and perhaps was, impos- 
sible to one generation, may become pos- 
sible to this generation. But if your 
mind is closed, if you are frozen in one 
fixed attitude and position, you will miss 


the call of God in the new opportunity. 

A nice luxury? Yes; but the price 
you pay for it can be high. It may well 
be that of hindering or defeating those 
causes which are precious in the sight of 
God. 


Indifference 

The third attitude I want to discuss 
is that of indifference. This is not ex- 
actly the same thing as neutrality. Neu- 
trality is ‘‘studied indifference” and this 
thing I have in mind is “casual indiffer- 
ence.” Just being so concerned with 
what we call “our own affairs”! Let 
someone else run the church, the com- 
munity, the world. We all understand 
what that is, don’t we? We are not 
“evil,” we are not doing anything in a 
positive way to hurt the community, the 
church or the world; or so we like to 
think, but I remember a thing George 
Adam Smith said about indifference: 

“The great causes of God and humanity 
are not defeated by the hot assaults of the 
Devil, but by the slow, crushing weight of 
thousands and thousands of indifferent 
nobodies.” 

It must be very luxurious to be uncon- 
cerned for the problems of the church, the 
community and the world. I know what 
it is to be very tired of wrestling with 
some of these problems, and I can well 
understand the desire to escape from 
responsibility, from concern. 

Do you recall that song of nostalgia 
which was popular right after World 
War I? Perhaps I can quote it in sub- 
stance: 

“With someone like you, a pal good and 

true, 

I'd like to leave it all behind, and go and 
find, 

Some place that’s known to God alone 

Just a spot to call our own. 

We'll find perfect peace, where joys never 
cease, 

Out there beneath the kindly skies; 

We'll build a sweet little nest, somewhere 
in the West, 

And let the rest of the world go by!” 

Who doesn’t understand that feeling? 
But to surrender to it is something else. 
Perhaps there was a time when a man 
could afford that, when he could find 
that “little nest” and be assured that 
the conditions which made this possible 
were secure. Well, if there ever was 
such a time, it is gone now! The rest of 
the world just won’t go by! It comes 
right up to your door and it won’t go 
away. What happens in far away India 
today is crucial to the security of your 
own “‘little nest” and those who live 
there. 








Indifference, then, unconcern, is a lux- 
ury that is becoming increasingly expen- 
sive today. The price you pay for it 
may well be the loss of your liberty to 
choose to be indifferent! There are prob- 
lems facing the church and the nation 
which are too great to be left in the hands 
of a “few leaders.” The leaders who 
stand for those things which you want 
to continue may well be overborne while 
you are busy with your “own affairs,” and 
sometime it will be too late. 

You know very well that such indiffer- 
ence is the crucial problem in the church 
and the community. As a case in point, 
consider the meeting held recently in the 
First Presbyterian Church. 

This meeting was called to present a 
discussion of the proposed union of the 
Presbyterian Churches of America. The 
issue before us is, “Shall our church be- 
come a part of a national Presbyterian 
Church, or remain a sectional church?” 
Surely it is obvious that this is one of the 
most important issues ever to come before 
our church. To discuss this question 
there came two men who, judging by the 
responsibilities committed to them, are 
two of the most capable and most re- 
spected men in our denomination. Since 
a previous meeting had presented an op- 
position speaker, both of these men were 
speaking in favor of Presbyterian union. 

And what happened? Who came to 
hear? ‘The presentations were of the 
highest order, but just about one hundred 
of all the Presbyterians in Charleston 
came to hear. By my own actual count, 
less than ten per cent of the Ruling 
Elders came to hear a fellow-Ruling 
Elder present his viewpoint on this issue 
which they must ultimately decide. 

Being deeply distressed with the lack 
of attendance, I undertook to find out the 


reason. I asked some questions. One 
opinion expressed was that “many people 
have closed minds on this subject and are 
either afraid or unwilling to hear any- 
thing which might unsettle them.” I 
find that hard to accept, and I am not yet 
ready to accept it. It is too terrible to 
contemplate. Another opinion was that 
“people didn’t know about the meeting.” 
That, also, I find difficult to accept. Be- 
sides the publicity in our church bulle- 
tins, the local newspapers carried three 
articles about the meeting, giving them 
large headlines in the best spots. 

My own opinion is that we have here 
an illustration of the kind of indifference 
that is so costly to the welfare of our 
church. 

But so much for these three attitudes; 
there are other luxuries I want to men- 
tion. 


Il. Segregation in Nation and Church 


The second such luxury I want you to 
consider may be regaded by some as a ne- 
cessity. I am talking about this thing 
which we call “segregation,” and it 
doesn’t need any definition. 

Racial segregation in the South (that’s 
where we are) has seemed to be the best 
answer to a difficult and a tragic situation 
which we inherited from our ancestors. 
It solved, at least for the time being, 
many difficult problems; or, if it didn’t 
solve them, it pushed them off. 

We can hardly deny, however, that 
segregation, whether we consider it lux- 
ury or necessity, has always been expen- 
sive. It has resulted in inferior educa- 
tional and religious training for the 
Negro, which has kept him a burden on 
our backs. As Booker T. Washington is 
supposed to have said, “The only way 
you can keep the Negro in the gutter is 


A Prayer of Thanksgiving 


The grace of gratitude when nourished 
brings forth lovely fruit. But it does 
require plenty of care. With amazing 
ease we take our privileges for granted 
and are insatiable in our demands. That 
is why the prayer of thanksgiving is so 
essential. One cannot reflect too often on 
the sheer lovingkindness of God, holding 
tenaciously to the minimum conviction 
that God is as good as Jesus. Even when 
we ignore him or rebel against his will, 
his affectionate concern for us never 
wavers. In the words of N. Parker 
Willis, express your thankfulness: 


I have enough, O God! 
night 

Runs over with its fulness of content; 

And as I look out on the fragrant stars, 

And from the beauty of the night take 
in 

My priceless portion— yet myself no 
more 


My heart to- 


Living with Peace of Mind. . . 
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Than in the universe a grain of sand— 

I feel His glory who could make a 
world, 

Yet in the lost depths of the wilderness 

Leave not a flower unfinish’t! Thou, 

who look’st 

Upon my brimming heart this tranquil 
eve, 

Knowest its fulness, as thou dost the 
dew 

Sent to the hidden violet by Thee; 

And, as that flower, from its unseen 


abode, 

Sends its sweet breath up, duly, to the 
sky, 

Changing its gift to incense, so, oh 
God! 

May the sweet drops that to my humble 
cu 

Find their far way from heaven, send 
up, to Thee, 


Fragrance at thy throne welcome. 


. . By Kirby Page 


Presbyterian 
Reunion Will... 


1. Enhance the values of a united 
Presbyterian front, voice and in- 
fluence in Protestantism in the 
United States. 

2. Provide for a more adequate 
staff in both central and field offices 
of all boards and agencies. 

3. Make possible a national Pres- 
byterian body serving every section 
of the United States. 

4. Make for economy, or it should, 
in office overhead and in printing 
and distribution costs. 

5. Help in the conservation of the 
membership of the three Presby- 
terian bodies. 

—ALBERT E. KELLY, Executive Secretary, 


United Presbyterian Board of Adminis- 
tration, Pittsburgh, Pa. 





to stay in it with him.” 

The present policy and doctrine of 
“equal but separate schools” continues 
to be, in the judgment of many, the best 
solution to our problem; and no one can 
deny that it relieves white people from 
many unpleasant situations; but neither 
can anyone deny that it is an expensive 
policy, in terms of money alone. Of 
course, if we want to spend our money 
that way, that is our right, at least it 
is for the time being. 

I am thinking, however, of segregation 
where we Christians have the most re- 
sponsibility for it, and where it costs us 
something that cannot be measured in 
terms of money. What does the practice 
of racial segregation cost the Church of 
Jesus Christ? What does it cost her in 
terms of her witness in the world? What 
does it cost her in terms of her own hon- 
esty of soul and in spiritual power? 

We have enjoyed the luxury of “not 
thinking about it” for a long time in 
our church. Without saying much about 
it, we have just gone quietly along and 
practiced segregation. The time for us to 
enjoy such quiet obscurity is running out 
fast. We see segregation fading out in 
one area of life after another, which 
simply means that the spotlight is fo- 
cused more sharply on the church. Sooner 
or later, and sooner than we like to 
think, we are going to have to face this 
issue openly and honestly. We must face 
and answer the question which cannot 
be dodged, and it is this: 


“Does the gospel of Jesus Christ tol- 
erate, allow, permit the Church of 
Jesus Christ to say, openly or by im- 
plication, For White Christians Only ?” 


Now, it won’t help you or me for you 
to become indignant with me and call me 
names! I am not denouncing you. I am 
not denouncing our church. I am simply 
calling your attention to the fact that an 
issue is before us which will not go 
away; and I am simply saying to you, 
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“May God help us to face this issue in 
the Spirit of Christ. May God help 
us to seek and to find the answer, not in 
the light of our prejudices, but in the 
light of the gospel of Christ and the Holy 
Spirit.” 


Ill. Protestant Disunity 


The other luxury, or necessity, as the 
case may be, which I want to list as ex- 
pensive is that of Protestant disunity. 

It’s very luxurious, the way we are 
divided into our own little clans. I must 
confess that there are certain aspects of 
this which I enjoy very much. It gives 
us the greatest possible freedom in run- 
ning our affairs. It is very nice to be 
associated with those who share our own 
background and customs. Who would 
deny this? 

Nevertheless, we have always paid a 
price for this luxury. There has always 
been some overlapping of the churches’ 
work, some harmful competition between 
the churches; and always some things 
that just couldn’t be done, because the 
churches could not work together. There 
has often been a lack of sharing which 
has created conditions of stagnation in 
the various branches of the Protestant 
Church. 

If always expensive, this luxury is 
much more expensive today, for at least 
two reasons. First, we have in our na- 
tion today “government by organized 
groups.” That is, not government by a 
simple majority, but government by 
groups that come together for the ad- 
vancement of their common interests. 
People have learned the value of coming 
together and “speaking with one voice,” 
and it is the inter-play of such groups 
that determine how things go in our dem- 
ocratic processes. (John C. Calhoun saw 
all of this and wrote about it long 
ago.) It would seem that everyone but 
church people have learned this lesson 
well. We can’t really have much voice 
in shaping policies which will affect us 
all, because while we may all be thinking 
and saying the same thing as individual 
citizens, we don’t have any way of speak- 
ing as a group. It might be said that the 
National Council of Churches serves this 
purpose on the national level, and per- 
haps it does to some extent, but we are 
without a comparable apparatus on the 
state and community levels in most in- 
stances. 

This often leaves us in an embarrassing 
position, especially when we are con- 
fronted with a Roman Catholic Church 
that is growing in numbers and influence. 
Their influence is out of all proportion 
to their number, as compared with Protes- 
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tants, because they can speak and act as 
one. 
Martin Luther Incident 

The disadvantage which we suffer was 
brought home to me this week with 
great force, and I will tell you about it 
as another case in point. As you know, 
the film Martin Luther was shown locally 
for two weeks, drawing large crowds. 
It was, in the opinion of many impartial 
reviewers, both restrained and accurate 
in its presentation of the events and char- 
acters in a certain historical period. On 
Tuesday morning, however, there appear- 
ed in our local papers a large advertise- 
ment containing the Romanist version of 
this period of history. It contained, in 
my opinion, great distortions of the truth, 
and was arrogant in the extreme. Imme- 
diately I wrote an answer, with the hope 
of having it appear in the readers’ col- 
umn and took it in person to the editor. 
He was very cordial, but took the position 
that he could not open this column to 
me, giving me free space to answer this 
paid advertisement. There was something 
else in the situation, which he was too 
kind to say, but I shared his unexpressed 
question: “Who are you? What au- 
thority do you have to speak for Protes- 
tants ?” 

Now, that is just the point, isn’t it? 
I do not criticize that editor. I see his 
position. The point is that there was no 
group of Protestants in our community 
to whom individual Protestants could 
turn and say: “Answer that! Speak up 
for the truth!” 

I do not propose to know the final an- 
swer to this problem. Most assuredly 
I do not propose setting up a totalitarian 
system such as the Romanist have. That 
is not the only alternative. Surely we 
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can find ways of drawing closer together 
as Protestant groups, and the desire 
usually creates the means. I do know 
this, that we are paying an increasingly 
high price for the luxury of our disunity ! 
Today Is Not Yesterday 


Let me close by affirming once more 
my faith in Jesus Christ, the same yester- 
day, today, and forever. He is the Lord 
of the past, and he is also the Lord of 
today and tomorrow. He is moving on 
with the fulfillment of the Father’s pur- 
poses for this world. 

We may sigh for the quieter, more 
peaceful days of the past, but we are 
living today; and today is not yesterday! 
What is today like, how different from 
yesterday? Well, it is not simply that 
“the times are out of joint” today; the 
times are fluid, they are times of change. 

There are many forces at work trying 
to hold back today and tomorrow; trying 
to pour life back into the old molds, or 
into new molds that suit their own pur- 
poses. That is the way human life oper- 
ates, and Christians have a responsibility, 
the responsibility of bringing the will 
of God to bear on all of human life. 

We can’t enjoy much longer the lux- 
ury of being spectators, of sitting com- 
fortably in our reserved seats, only half- 
aware of what is taking place on the 
field, doing nothing to affect the outcome 
of the surging action there. 

The luxury of indifference, of non- 
participation, is far too expensive. The 
price we will pay is that of losing our 
opportunity to affect the form which the 
church and the world may take for 
coming generations. May God help us 
to wake up! May he open our eyes to 
see, and may he grant us the courage to 
do what we ought! 
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EDITORIAL 





Elders and Their Constituents 


Dr. Foreman’s stimulating article on 
the following page has a reference to 
elders who have been elected by a con- 
gregation of a previous generation. 

This realization that many sessions are 
not actually representative of a present- 
day congregation has made many elders 
and others insist that the limited-term 
plan be introduced so that a congregation 
may have a real and vital part in naming 
its own leaders. 

However, the highly-regarded elder who 
has served a long time is often the chief 
factor in any suggested change. People 
do not wish to injure his feelings and so, 
because of this fear, the system is not 
introduced where it otherwise might be 
desired. 

We have heard of a solution that might 
be useful in many quarters. In recom- 
mending adoption of the limited-term 
system it is provided that (1) All elders 
70 years of age and older who have served 
for 10 years or more and (2) all those 
who have been elders for 25 years or more 
be continued as elders for life. For all 
others the limited-term plan would pre- 
vail. 

We have also heard it suggested that 
the system might be introduced, where 
there is opposition, with the provision 
that it apply to all elders except a man 
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who is unwilling to let it apply to him. 
To be sure, few men would want to claim 
such an exception but a good many are 
willing to oppose the whole system. 


Add: One Woman 


We stood the other day looking at an 
automobile assembly line, with new 
models rolling off by schedule. We were 
struck by the fact that each crew of four 
or five men had one woman. working with 
it. 

“Yes,” our guide responded, ‘“‘she’s 
good looking too. We’ve found that by 
adding a woman to each crew, production 
picks right up.” 

While we have thought a good bit about 
what the explanation of this might be, we 
have also been wondering what would 
happen if the same formula were applied 
to Sessions—what dawdling over ir- 
relevancies, what reminiscing over what 
used to be would be tossed out, and how 
much more production or efficient pro- 
cedure might be expected. 


The Jackson Meeting 


The ‘Volunteer Committee Presby- 
terian Laymen” and its leaders of Jack- 
son, Miss., have been hard-pressed to 
bring forward explanations as to why 
their ostensibly bona fide offer to share 
the platform with an advocate of union 
resulted in such prolonged and entertain- 
ing gymnastics. 

What could not be explained very well 
is the pattern of the Keyes invitations, in 
Mississippi and elsewhere, when meetings 
are set up and an “open” invitation for 
a friend of reunion to speak is accepted 
(after the opposition plans and dates are 
all arranged). If the Jackson meeting 
is typical, the course is to do everything 
possible to avoid having the case for union 
presented on anything like an equal basis. 

In the first place, the Jackson planners 
tried to have a one-way meeting at the 
very beginning in one church. When 
they were told they could meet there only 
if both sides were presented, they went 
elsewhere. Then when Colonel Miller 
accepted the Keyes invitation eight days 
before the meeting an interesting se- 
quence of events followed: 

The VCPL or its leaders met—and 
they met. They had never heard of 
Colonel Miller—as if that were relevant. 
Why hadn't he called the VCPL? He 
doubtless had never heard of it, so he 
called people he knew. 

Five days after Colonel Miller’s ac- 
ceptance, a local elder volunteered to 
speak for union if no one else wanted 
His offer was accepted imme- 
diately but he was not told that Colonel 
Miller desired to speak. Then Colonel 
Miller was wired that they already had 
an acceptance and that the program would 
be rushed, people had a long way to travel 
that night, etc., etc—but of course he 


to do so. 


could come and take 20 minutes. : 

In view of the fact that the pattern 
continues to spread, with opponents of 
reunion planning the meetings in many 
places, it is important to understand these 
methods. 


Better Men 

It was gratifying last week to be able 
to report (page 4) the $100,000 provi- 
sion of the Rockefeller brothers for a pro- 
gram of one-year fellowships for outstand- 
ing students who may be attracted to at 
least a year’s theological training. 

Coincident with his challenge to make 
religion a vital factor at Harvard and the 
large-scale efforts to strengthen the Har- 
vard Divinity School, Harvard’s new 
president, Nathan M. Pusey, who was 
named head of the Rockefeller fund, 
had this to say: 

“No church group has been attracting 
as much first-rate ability into its minis- 
terial ranks in recent years as it could 
profitably use. On the other hand, there 
is also some reason to believe that the 
minister’s career could be congenial and 
rewarding to many more first-rate college 
graduates than have in recent generations 
been inclined to give it serious consider- 
ation. It is hoped, therefore, that this 
program will do something to match at 
least a few more especially talented people 
against a present major shortage in our 
society, and in so doing show them a 
way to constructive lives through the 
churches.” 


200-Year Test 

Whose work and achievements today 
will still be recognized by name in the 
vear 2154? 

Along with the celebration of its 200th 
anniversary, Columbia University is look- 
ing back to 1754 when it was founded. 
The little publication, The Pleasures of 
Publishing, of the Columbia University 
Press raises the question. It is interesting 
to contemplate. The publication is asking 
for three nominations in each of 18 fields 
—persons living today whose work will 
be significant enough for them to be re- 
membered in 2154. 

Looking back 200 years, The Pleasures 
suggests that the work of these men of 
1754 still has significance: 


Poetry—Goethe Chemistry— 
Novel—Fielding Lavoisier 
Drama— Medicine—Jenncr 
Beaumarchais Psychology— 
Satire—Voltaire Hartley 
Musical composi- Philosophy—Kant 
tion—Haydn Education— 
Painting—Goya Pestalozzi 





Architecture History—Gibbon 


Piranesi Political Science— 
Mathematics— Rousseau 
Euler Economics—Smith 


Physics—Volta Sociology—Fourier 





A LIFE sacrificed at the right moment is 

a life well spent, while a life too care- 
fully hoarded, too ignominiously pre- 
served, is a life utterly wasted.—Lrwis 
MUMFORD. 
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OLD MEN SITTING DOWN 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


It is not the old that are wise; nor the 
aged that understand what is right.— 
Job 32:9. 

Let the elders who rule well be counted 
worthy of double honor.—I Tim. 5:17. 


AVING reached an age greater than 

that of many elders, the writer ven- 
tures a fcw reflections on elders in gen- 
eral, not by way of castigation (remem- 
bering St. Paul’s advice) but of exhor- 
tation. 

Every Presbyterian congregation is op- 
erated by a Session of Elders, which, be- 
ing interpreted in plain English, means 
Old Men Sitting Down. 

Siting down on what, brethren? ‘The 
expression is ominous. Some elders just 
sit down, period. They have retired from 
active life, they can’t be bothered. The 
world wagged its way before they came 
along; it looks as if it might manage to 
wag after they depart. So they read the 
papers and they watch the TV but they 
do not try to do anything about anything 
any more. 

If you asked such an elder, What does 
an elder do? he might answer, if he is 
frank, “Why, an elder isn’t supposed to 
do anything. He just IS an elder. Well, 
he dees pass the bread and wine once 
every three months . and he attends 
Session meetings when he can. But we 
have an efficient minister and he tells us 
what his program is—that’s what we hired 
him for—and we O.K. it and go home. 
It’s an honor to be an elder, I know that. 
But there isn’t much to do.” 


ITTING down on what? A more 

energetic type of elder, with a strong 
will that is mostly won't, just sits on every 
new idea that comes up anywhere in 
church or Session. He hasn't had a new 
idea himself in twenty years. Maybe he 
never had one but has been using his 
grandfather’s all his lie. “Who gets 
ideas anyway?” he might ask you. ‘‘The 
women get them all the time, but you 
know how they are, a flighty lct. I hope 
I'll never live to see the day when they 
get on Sessions. Young people get ideas 
too, but they'll get over it in time. It’s 
new ideas that are running our country 
into ruin.” 

In some congregations pecple who do 
have bright ideas are discouraged abcut 
airing them, because they know their fate 
is to be smothered by the dead weight of 
old men sitting down. 
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What are vou sitting on, brethren? The 
progress of the church? ‘The peace and 
unity of the church? If there is con- 
structive Christian thinking going on in 
your congregation or in the church at 
large, is it something that goes on in spite 
of the elders? Do new ideas, however 
wise, have to be sneaked in, as it were, 
while the elders are not looking? Do 
plans for the church, for the welfare of 
its people and the community it serves, 
originate with the Session, or is the Ses- 
sion a bettle-neck, a hurdle? Is there 
nct enough dead weight in any church 
without your adding to it ? 

Is the Session all brakes and no power ? 
Must the Session of a church be its Of- 
ficial Inertia ? 


HIS is not inevitable. Better things 

are possible. There is good sense 
in the idea of giving authority to Old 
Men Sitting Down, if they are the 
right old men and if they sit down to some 
purpose. What you sit down for is more 
important than what you sit down on. 
There is sense in running a congregation 
by the older men. ‘They have the ex- 
perience, they have the judgment. (By 
the way, experience and judgment are 
vastly more important in an elder than 
his age. Innocuous senility is no Scrip- 
tural qualification for the eldership.) 
Furthermore, they have the leisure. 

In these days especially, when 65 is a 
flat retirement age in so many occupa- 
tions, even the elders approaching 70 or 
beyond may have an opportunity for serv- 
ice such as they never enjoyed when 
younger. Many a man wonders what in 
the world he will do with his time after 
he is retired. Well, if he is any good 
at all, his church can use his time and 
lots of it. 

There is sense also in their sitting 
down. A man can sit for one of two 
reasons: he is too feeble to stand up, or 
he wants time to think. The word 
Session suggests a certain amount of de- 
liberation. A Session meeting should 
never be a hurried affair. It should be 
composed of men who, whatever other 
duties they may have, can take time to 
sit down and take thought for the Church 
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of God; men who can pool their ideas, 
who take time to thresh out problems, who 
do not assume too soon that no solution 
is possible. 


LD MEN sitting down can be the 

greatest blessing a church can have. 
The Session cannot be expected to fur- 
nish all the initiative of the congrega- 
tion. Constructive ideas may come from 
anywhere. But is it likely that a body 
of men who have no initiative will rec- 
ognize or approve it in others? 

In an ideal Session, here would be the 
most powerful, because the most spirit- 
ually mature, prayers. Here would be 
the broadest vision, the most extensive 
experience, the calmest and most coura- 
gecus ferward look. Unless the Session 
is hampered by an election system that 
makes today’s Session the respresentatives 
of yesterday’s church, it is the congrega- 
tion’s fault if it is not composed of men 
whose leadership is already recognized. 
Not that these men have more brains than 
anyone else; but just because they are, 
relatively speaking, old men, they should 
have more leisure to use their brains for 
the church than have the harried middle- 
agers or the hither-and-yon Junior 
Chamber boys. 

Let no man Gdespise thy youth, said 
Paul to Timothy. We can fairly turn 
that advice around: Let no man despise 
thine age. It will not be despised if the 
rest cf Paul’s sentence is carried out 
but set the believers an example. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Law-Makers Debate 
. e 
Gospel Singing Tax 
Mississippi News Letter 

Lively controversy among Mississippi 
legislators over the difference between 
gospel singing and hillbilly music nearly 
prevented passage in the House of a bill 
to exempt gospel singing from the state 
tax on exhibitions. ‘he measure finally 
was approved by a vote of 104-to-3 after 
an amendment had been tacked on exclud- 
ing hillbilly singing from the exemption. 
Rep. Rush Stinson of Lowndes County, 
who introduced the bili, said he proposed 
it because “you can’t hold a gospel sing 
in this state anymore without having a 
tax collector stand outside the church 
door and yell ‘hillbilly.’ ” “Let’s give 
the people the right to sing, anyway,” he 
said. After objections had been raised 
that hillbilly singers, hired for a dance, 
could give one gospel song and then call 
their performance gospel singing in order 
to escape taxation, Rep. Billy Hale of 
Lafayette County introduced the amend- 
ment. At this, Rep. J. B. Roberts of 
Lawrence County jibed that “down in my 
county everyone knows the difference be- 
tween ‘Coming Round the Mountain’ and 
‘I’m Coming Home.’ ” Before the amend- 
ment was accepted and the bill passed, 
the legislators indulged in more than an 
hour of argument over what constitutes 
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the difference between hillbilly and gos- 
pel music. (RNS) 


Moderators Are Queried 
On Problems of Reunion 

Following the talks by three Presby- 
terian Moderators in Natchez in Jan- 
uary, a question period brought into the 
open several items related to the union 
of U. S., USA and United Presbyterians 
us proposed by the plan now before the 
church. Samuel C. Weir (United) said 
union would bring no new racial prob- 
lem. “We of the north,” he said, “have 
some very distant racial problems our- 
selves. Do not think that anyone from 
the northern churches will try to come 
down here and tell you how to run your 
business.” John A. Mackay (USA) said 
the General Assembly of the new church 
would ‘‘deal only with the national and 
world aspects of church problems.” He 
said the tendency in the USA church is 
toward decentralization of control. Plans 
call for certain natural regions to handle 
their own problems. Frank W. Price 
(U.S.) said the proposed plan does not 
introduce any principle “not in effect in 
the Northern, the Southern or the United 
Presbyterian churches.”’ Asked about the 
benefits of union, they said the greatest 
single benefit would be ‘fa greater and 
stronger witness for Christ through a 


single church.” (RNS) 


Belhaven President 
Will Be Announced 

Friends of Belhaven College in Jack- 
son hope that the new president, to suc- 
ceed Guy T. Gillespie who is retiring, can 
be announced soon. Van M. Arnold of 
Greenwood was the recent Religious Em- 
phasis Week speaker on the campus. Ex- 
tensive improvements are being made in 
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Belhaven’s science and home economics 
facilities. 


Men of North Miss. 
Mark 33rd Birthday 


The men’s organization of North Mis- 
sissippi Presbytery recently celebrated its 
33rd birthday. ‘They and their con- 
stituents take a great deal of pride in the 
fact that for more than three years all 
home mission churches have been sup- 
plied regularly with pastoral oversight. 
North Mississippi is also pleased this 
year because for 97 years the presbytery 
has sent only one minister and one elder 
to the General Assembly (one each for 
each 4,000 church members), this year 
the representation doubles: two ministers 
and two elders. 


Miscellany 

Wm. F. Mansell, Vicksburg pastor, 
paid high tribute to Red Cross workers 
for their help in the disastrous tornado 
which struck Vicksburg in December 
when losses were estimated at more than 
$25 million. First church, which was 
unharmed, was the meeting place for 
three congregations on the following Sun- 
day. ... French Camp Academy has the 
largest enrollment in its history. The 
school is making many friends through 
pheasant hunts on its property when it 
provides guides and dogs. Proceeds from 
the annual hunting season go into a farm 
improvement fund. . . . Central Missis- 
sippi Presbytery has approved a letter 
from the Central church of Jackson which 
declares that “organic union in principle 
and plan at the present time would be 
a tragic mistake for our own denomina- 
tion,” 

J. WALTON STEWART, JR. 

Natchez. 


USA Church Reports Record 
Benevolence Contributions 

New York (RNS)—A record $20,- 
075,388 was contributed to all benevo- 
lence causes of the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, in 1953, Glenn Warner Moore, 
secretary of the General Council, reported 
here. This was an increase of $1,835,000 
over the 1952 figure, he said. 

The amount does not include giving for 
local, presbytery and synod causes or for 
the work of congregations, Dr. Moore 
said. 

In the total are direct contributions to 
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“basic” benevolences of the church 
amounting to some $13,000,000 and con- 
tributions received through four other 
sources: from women’s organizations, ap- 
proximately $3,000,000; the building 
fund campaign, $2,000,000; special gifts 
and annuity incomes, $1,000,000, and 
the One Great Hour of Sharing drive, 
$1,000,000. 

Dr. Moore’s report was made at a joint 
session here of the General Council, the 
Council on Theological Education, and 
t'e Church’s Boards of Pensions, Chris- 
tian Education, Foreign Missions and 
National Missions. 

Purpose of the meeting was to prepare 
an estimate of the amount needed for 
benevolence causes in 1955 to guide the 
General Assembly, which meets at De- 
troit in May, in drawing up the budget 
for next year. 

The “basic”? benevolences were budget- 
ed for 1954 at $13,000,000 but, accord- 
ing to the various board secretaries’ re- 
ports of estimated needs, the figure will 
have to be raised to about $18,000,000 
This, with some $5,000,000 
expected from other sources, will call for 
a budget of about $23,000,000 for all 
henevolences. 


for 19585. 
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Denison in Ohio Is the Place 





Church-Related Colleges Plan Meeting 


New York, (Special)—The nation’s 
450 church-related colleges will study 
themselves and their place in the coun- 
try’s development in their first national 
gathering called for June 20-24 at Deni- 
son University, Granville, Ohio. 

This first quadrennial convocation of 
Christian colleges was announced by Ray- 
mond F. McLain of the National Coun- 
cil of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 
Dr. McLain is general director of the 
National Council’s Commission on Chris- 
tian Higher Education, a unit of the 
Division of Christian Education. 

The colleges, which are affiliated with 
two score Protestant denominations, will 
each be asked to send their presidents and 
delegates representing faculty, students, 
trustees, and religious leaders. The gath- 
ering is planned as an opportunity for the 
Christian colleges to consider their 
strength in united action and to plan to 
accomplish together those things which 
they have not been able to accomplish 
separately. 


Registration Limit: 1,200 

Accommodations will limit the regis- 
tration to 1,200, Dr. McLain said. 

“The Christian college student needs 
to understand his vital place on his own 
campus and its relationship to his life 
after college,” stated Dr. McLain. ‘“Like- 
wise, the colleges and their faculties need 
to understand the role of the Christian 
college and the Christian teacher in the 
community, in the nation, and in the 
world.” 


Unbreakable 
to look like glass. Light 


weight. noise free. keo 


moulded 


nomical, Standard height 


: i] Order from vour dealer 
67 +f ~ |? SPECIAL OFFER 


Sp Vail 81.00 for trial lot of 
BRASS am 4 






ee 


55 Sudbury St. Boston 14. Mass 








We Invite Your Inquiry. 


GENUINE QUALITY in church pews 
embraces design, material, and work- 
manship. 


MANITOWOC SEATING 
the most perfect development in pew 
engineering because it meets all the 
requirements of the perfect pew— 
comfort, beauty, durability—for last- 
ing satisfactory service. 


represents 


Manitowoc Church Furniture Company 
is equipped to supply you with church 
seating of GENUINE QUALITY at the 
right price. 


+ 


MANITOWOC CHURCH FURNITURE CO. Dept. Aq, Waukesha, Wis. 





12 


Among the aspects to be considered in 
their relation to Christian education will 
be scientific developments, business, in- 
dustry, and labor, and government. How 
to prepare, while in college, ‘‘for a life- 
time of continuing study and intellectual 
responsibility” will be a special student 
project at the gathering. 

‘‘A new overall strategy for the Chris- 
tian colleges, in view of recent and con- 
tinuing new developments in every phase 
of American life, is called for,’ Dr. Mc- 
Lain summarized, “and at Denison we 
hepe to come up with some answers to 
problems that are perplexing us today.” 

The general plan of the convention 
calls for eight general sessions, 40 sem- 
inar sessions, and a research-study proj- 
ect. Speakers will be drawn from among 
leaders, largely in the U.S., in the various 
phases of Christian higher education that 
will be taken up at the meetings. 


Planned for Five Years 


The convocation is an outgrowth of a 
seminar for educational executives of sev- 
eral denominations at Green Lake, Wis., 
in 1949. The idea persisted, and fol- 
lowing the organization of the Commis- 
sion on Christian Higher Education with 
the establishment of the National Council 
of Churches, resulted in the consent of 
the Commission to undertake the sponsor- 
ship of the convocation. 

Officers will be: 

General Chairman: John O. Gross, 
Nashville, Tenn., executive secretary, di- 
vision of education institutions, Methodist 
Church. 

Seminar Chairman: Harlie L. Smith, 
Indianapolis, president, board of educa- 
tion, Disciples of Christ. 

Section Chairman: Hunter B. Blakely, 
Richmond, Va., secretary, division of high- 
er education, Presbyterian Church, U.S. 

Arrangements Chairman: Ronald V. 
Wells, New York City, assistant executive 
secretary, board of education and publica- 
tions, American Baptist Publication So- 
ciety. 

General Director: Raymond F. McLain, 
New York, general director, Commission 
on Christian Higher Education, National 
Council of Churches. 
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JESUS FACES THE CROSS 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for March 14, 1954 
John 12:20-32 


John ends the prologue of his Gospel 
with these significant words: “No man 
has ever seen God; the only Son, who is 
in the bosom of the Father, he has made 
him known.” ‘To establish this point he 
emphasizes the fact, first, that Jesus is 
the Son of God (chapter one on) ; second, 
that Jesus brings to men everlasting life 
(chapter three on); three, that Jesus is 
the Light of the world (chapter eight on) ; 
and finally, that Jesus is perfect love 
(chapter ten on). 

In chapter 12 we have Jesus’ last pub- 
lic appeal. It comes at the Passover 
season when Jerusalem was crowded with 
visitors from Judea, Galilee, and all parts 
of the Roman empire. On Sunday, the 
first day of the week, Jesus entered the 
city acclaimed by the Galilean pilgrims 
as the promised King. John tells us, as 
the other Gospels do not, that pilgrims 
also flocked from the city to meet him 
with Messianic greetings on their lips. 
Jesus did not silence them, but found a 
young ass and sat upon it that he might 
fulfill the prophecy of Zechariah, as it is 
written: ‘Fear not, daughter of Zion; 
behold thy king is coming, sitting on an 
ass’s colt.” The prophecy continues: 
“He is just and having salvation. And 
I will cut off the [war] chariot from 
Ephraim and the horse [used for military 
purposes ] and the battle bow shall be cut 
off, and he shall speak peace unto the 
nations.” Jesus accepted the Messianic 
title, but sought to make it clear that he 
came not as the generally expected war- 
rior king, but as the Prince of Peace 
who would make an end to war. 

The Synoptic gospels proceed to de- 
scribe the cleansing of the temple and 
Jesus’ conflict with the rulers. John 
says nothing of these events, but mentions 
one incident recorded by no other writer, 
but distinctly in accordance with the pur- 
pose of his Gospel. This incident, the 
coming of Greeks desiring to see Jesus, 
followed by Jesus’ last public discourse, 
took place probably on Wednesday. It 
suggests that though Jesus’ message was 
not received by the nation as a whole 
(cf. 12:36-40), it should yet bear its 
fruit among the Gentiles. 


1. Greeks Desire to See Jesus, 12:20- 

22 

The fact that these Greeks were among 
those who ‘‘went up to worship at the 
feast” indicates that they were proselytes 
to the Jewish faith. They may have 
come from the numerous Gentile centers 
in Galilee, or from the region across the 
Sea of Galilee, or from some more distant 
land. Evidently they had become dis- 
satisfied with the all too-human gods and 
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goddesses of Greek mythology and turn- 
ed to the Jews for some more satisfactory 
knowledge of God. And now they come 
to Philip, saying, ‘Sir, we wish to see 
Jesus.” 

Just why they wanted to see Jesus we 
are not told. It seems likely, however, 
that they had heard about him and now 
wished an interview to ascertain for them- 
selves what he had to say about God. 
Their petition was addressed to Philip, 
either as a matter of chance, or because 
he had a Greek name, and therefore, pre- 
sumably belonged to a family in which 
Greek was spoken, or because as John 
points out, he was of Bethsaida in Gali- 
lee, and had come into contact with these 
Greeks, perhaps in the neighboring De- 
capolis on the other side of the lake. 

Philip’s consultation of his fellow 
townsman, Andrew, who is associated 
with him in other places, probably im- 
plies hesitation in granting the request. 
For practical reasons, and because of the 
brevity of the time, Jesus had confined 
his ministry to the Chosen People; on 
their preaching mission the disciples had 
been charged not to enter into any Gen- 
tile city; and they might naturally sup- 
pose that Jesus would be reluctent to 
be interviewed by Greeks, especially at 
such a very busy season. After delibera- 
tion, however, the two made bold, if not 
to urge the request, at least to inform 
Jesus that non-Jews were seeking an in- 
terview. 


Il. Jesus Predicts His Glorification 
12:23-33 

The disciples’ request moved Jesus 
greatly. Hardly any other incident in 
his whole ministry affected him so pro- 
foundly. 

“The hour has come,” said Jesus, ‘for 
the Son of Man to be glorified.” What 
is the explanation of this strange answer, 
and what does it have to do with the re- 
quest of the Greeks? As Dr. Snowden 
once suggested : 


“These Greeks were representative and 
suggestive. To the common mind they 
would have been only a few strange look- 
ing foreigners, but to the prophetic imag- 
ination of Jesus they were radiant with 
significance and opened a wonderful vi- 
sion of glory. These Greeks were Gentiles. 

They represented the pagan world 
at its best, its most brilliant and cultured 
race. ... To the eye of Jesus [they were] 
the forerunners of a great multitude that 
was to come to Christ out of that world 
from the east and from the west and from 
the north and from the south, the first 
fruits of a vast harvest that was to be 
gathered in every clime.” 


“The hour has come for the Son of 
Man to be glorified.” Jesus was speak- 


ing of his death. He was glorified in his 
death because in his death is the supreme 
manifestation of God’s love for mankind. 
And it was his death followed by his 
resurrection that would serve to draw ‘“‘all 
men” unto him. 

There is a law here of unusual signifi- 
cance. “Truly, truly, I say unto you, 
unless a grain of wheat falls into the 
earth and dies, it remains alone; but if 
it dies, it bears much fruit.” The seed 
must die, if a harvest is to spring from 
it; so Jesus must die if he was to reap 
a harvest of souls. There are four ways 
of dealing with a kernel of wheat, some- 
one has said. It may be thrown away, 
consumed, stored or planted. Similarly 
there are four ways in which one can 
deal with his life: self destruction, self- 
gratification, self-reservation, or sel-- 
denial. 

“He who loves his life,’ Jesus con- 
tinues, “‘loses it, and he who hates his 
life in this world will keep it for eternal 
life.” To hate one’s life, as Jesus uses 
the expression, means to give it up gladly 
in the service of others. Marcus Dods 
paraphrases, ‘‘He that prizes his life, that 
he cannot let it out of his own hand, or 
give it up to good ends, checks its growth, 
and it withers and dies; whereas, he who 
treats his life as if he hated it, gives it 
up freely to the needs of other men, shall 
keep it to life eternal.” Or, in cther 
words, he that lives only for this life 
shall live only in this life. 


III. Its Significance for the World 

Jesus passes from the significance of 
this thought to men generally, to its par- 
ticular significance for his disciples. “If 
anyone serves me, he must follow me; 
and where I am, there shall my servant 
be also; if anyone serves me, the Father 
will honor him.” In its context this 
statement can only mean that no one can 
serve Christ unless he is willing, if need 
he, to follow him to the cross, that is, to 
give his life, if there be the necessity, 
for the sake of Christ and his cause. In 
thinking of the meaning of the cross we 
commonly ignore this truth. But the 
Synoptic Gospels make it plain that this 
was the first lesson on the cross: “If 
any man would come after me let him 
deny himself and take up his cross (be 
willing to go to his death) and follow me”’ 
(Mt. 16:24). The following of Jesus 
even to the cross, if it is necessary, is 
required, “that where I am [as my eter- 
nal state], there shall my servant be 
also.” Just as the cross leads to Jesus’ 
resurrection, so the willingness to face 
the cross or death will lead to cur resur- 
rection and exaltation with Christ. 

It is not easv for us to face the cross. 
Neither was it easy for Jesus. He would 
gladly have followed some cther way 
if it had been cpened to him. As Plum- 
mer points out, John does not describe 
Jesus’ agony in the Garden of Geth- 
semane, but ‘‘gives us here an insight into 
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a less well known truth, which is still 
often forgotten, that the agony was not 
confined to Gethsemane, but was part of 
Christ’s whole life.” It is the prospect 
of the cross which prompts him to ex- 
claim: “Now is my soul troubled. And 
what shall I say?” This clause seems 
to indicate that the next one should be 
interrogative as well. It is so rendered, 
correctly, in the RSV: “And what shall 
Isay? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? 
No, for this purpose I have come to this 
hour.” That is, if he should now prav 
to be delivered from death, it would he 
to stultify all he had been doing up to 
this time; for without his death his life 
would be fruitless. He would be a seed 
preserved and not sown. He does not, 
therefore, actually pray to the Father to 
save him from this hour, as indicated by 
the King James Version. Instead, he 
raises the question only to reject it, and 
prays instead, ‘Father, glorifv thy name.” 
In other words, “Complete that manifes- 
tation of thy holiness and love, which 
through me thou art making; complete 
it, even at the cost of my agony and 
death.” 
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In answer to Jesus prayer there came 
a voice out of heaven, saying, “I have glo- 
rified it, and I will glorify it again.” God 
had glorified his name in Jesus’ earthly 
ministry; he would glorify it again in his 
death and resurrection and in their re- 
sults. The voice was understood only by 
Jesus. The crowd generally heard only 
the roll of thunder. Others said, “An 
angel has spoken to him.” Jesus an- 
swered, “This voice has come for your 
sake, not for mine.” It was of immense 
importance that the disciples and the 
neople generally should come to under- 
stand that the sudden transition from the 
throne offered him by the triumphal ac- 
-lamation of the previous day to the cross 
was not a defeat, but the way, the only 
way to ultimate gain for all mankind. 


“Above the noise of selfish strife, 
We hear thy voice, O Son of Man.” 


M. K. W. Heicker reminds us that the 
office of Frank Mason North, the writer 
of these lines, was at 150 5th Ave., New 
York City. Its windows looked down at 
noonday upon the surging crowd of men 
and women from the factory lofts of that 
neighborhood. ‘The cries of race and 
clan,” “the noise of selfish strife’ rose to 
these windows. There Dr. North stood 
to look and to listen, and there he saw 
“the sweet compassion of his face” and 
heard his voice above the surge of sound. 
(In Meditations for Davs and Seasons, 
published by Harper and Brothers). 


Can we hear the voice of the Son of 
Man above the cries of race and clan, 
above the noise of selfish strife of our 
present world? Some said that it thun- 
dered. Others that an angel had spoken 
to him. He answered, “This voice has 
come for your sake, not for mine.” Our 
only hope in a world like this is to listen 
to that voice, to follow where it leads 
in the service of men. 


“Till sons of men shall learn thy love. 
And follow where thy feet have trod: 
Till glorious from thy heaven above 
Shall come the City of our God.” 


IV. Its Significance for the World, 
12:31-32 


1. Judgment. “Now is the judgment 
of this world,” said Jesus, “now shall the 
ruler of this world be cast out.” The 
cross was not so much a judgment of 
Christ as it was a judgment of the world. 
Tt was to be a judgment of the world, in 
that it reveals the moral character of the 
world, not merely the moral character of 
the men of that day, but the moral char- 
acter of the men of every day. Jesus ex- 
plains this point more fully in vss. 44-50. 
of the world. We can conquer Satan only 
as we preach and teach “Jesus and him 
A person who believes in him believes in 
God; it is the divine in Christ to which 
his heart responds, and to which his will 
submits. A person who hears his sayings 
and does them not is self-condemned. 


The cross was the world’s judgment, not 
only because it revealed the world’s sin, 
but also because it revealed the tragic 
consequences of man’s sin. It was the 
world’s judgment finally, because it 
marked the downfall of Satan, who is the 
ruler of this world, as it is opposed to 
God. Satan will be cast out by the 
gradual conversion of sinners, a process 
which began on Calvary and will continue 
until the last day. This leads us to note 
that the cross signifies not only judgment 
but also 

2. Salvation. “And I, when I am lifted 
up from the earth, will draw all men to 
myself.” The J here is emphatic, in 
contrast to the ruler of this world. He 
will be cast down. Christ will be lifted 
up. The reign of Satan has ended. The 
reign of Christ will begin. Two things 
are suggested by this verse: First, the 
object Jesus had in view, to draw all men 
to himself; second, the condition of its 
attainment. 


First, the goal of salvation—to “draw 
all men to myself.” Wilbur Smith says: 


“In the Greek New Testament are two 
words that may be translated ‘draw’; one 
implies violence (Acts 14:19; 17:6); the 
other does not: it is the latter which is 
used here, and in 6:44. It is the one great 
magnet, pulling with all the power that 
love can pull with, drawing broken, de- 
feated, sin-bound, ruined men, to bestow 
upon them a new hope, a liberty dreamed 
of, a cleansing from every stain, a new 
life which Christ gives to all who believe 
in him.” 


Christ draws men to himself with the 
cords of love, but he does not compel 
them to come. He draws “all men.” 
There are some who think that these 
words indicate that ultimately all men 
will be saved. It is more generallv held 
that Jesus does not mean all men uni- 
versally, but all kinds of men, all men 
without distinction. 

Second, the condition of salvation: ‘T, 
if T be lifted up.” Tesus saw that his death 
would accomplish what his life could 
not accomplish. As Marcus Dods has 
pointed out: 


“The words betray a distinct conscious- 
ness that there was in his death a more 
potent spell, a more certain and real in- 
fluence for good among men, than in his 
teaching, or in his miracles, or in his 
purity of life.” 


Jesus draws men to himself—through 
the cross. He was to be lifted up, not 
by words not by the imitation of his life. 
but through his death. ‘He said this to 
show by what death he was to die.” The 
cross is still the supreme moral magnet 
crucified.” 

Lesson topie and Scripture selections copyrighted by 


the Division of Education, National Council of Churches. 
Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 


FOR all I know, prosperity always im- 
prisons the prophet.—Georce A. But- 
TRICK. 
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BOOK NOTES 





LENTEN READING LIST, 1954 


Selected for Protestants by Nels F. S. Ferré 


HE PROTESTANT LENTEN (pre-Easter) reading list for this year has been 


chosen according to two standards only: 


(1) Does each book contain the basic 


Christian gospel in actual impact upon the world? and (2) Is each book general 
in interest and readable by the laity as well as the clergy? 


The list is both devotional and instructive on the Lenten theme. 
deal more with the faith itself; others, with its application. 


Some books 
The selector has ex- 


perienced the tragedy of exclusion of truly good books, but he has been encouraged 


by the high tone of contemporary Protestant literature. 


a surge to religious reading! 


No wonder that there is 


The three last books on the list, although also available to the general reader, are 
in the nature of great publication events which will appeal especially to the thought- 


ful reader. 


BE STILL AND KNOW, by Georgia Hark- 
ness (Abingdon—$1.25) 

Every page offers food for devotion. A 
Bible verse is made bright by a poem and 
a prayer written by Miss Harkness her- 
self. 


THE BEATITUDES, by Hugh Martin (Har- 
per—$1.25) 

Halford Luccock rightly calls this work 
“remarkably helpful,” “a sum total of 
sharp insights ... and a vivid application 
to current life.” 


CHRIST IN THE HAUNTED WOOD, by 
W. Norman Pittenger (Seabury—$2.75) 

A first-class theologian writes a Chris- 
tian faith for laymen. Written with the 
college campus in mind, these lectures 
combine depth and scope with readability. 


CLEAR OF THE BROODING CLOUD, by 
Jack Finegan (Abingdon—$2.50) 

The Bible becomes living light to deliver 
man from the brooding clonds of anxiety, 
depression, loneliness and sin. A scholar 
rises to the needs of the general reader. 


FAITH TAKES A NAME, by Dwight Steven- 
son (Harper—$2.50) 


Before the followers of Jesus were called 
Christians they had many other names. 
These names are discussed with vivid 
imagination and driving modern applica- 
tion. 


THE GALILEAN WAY, by Jeremy Ingalls 
(Longmans—$4.00) 

A vivid writer, a warm personality. and 
a woman of the modern world combine 
to restate the Christian faith for the in- 
quiring mind. 


GOD’S ORDER, by John A. Mackay (Mac- 
millan—$3.00) 


The Epistle to the Ephesians has heen 
Dr. Mackay’s own lifelong text. The heart 
of the Christian faith is shared both for 
thought and life. 


THE GOSPELS, by J. B. Phillips (Macmil- 
lan—$2.75) 


Anyone who has read Letters to Young 
Churches knows how astoundingly real the 
Bible can hecome when written in ordi- 
Nary. up-to-date language. 


MARCH 1, 1954 


THE GREATEST FAITH EVER KNOWN, 
by Fulton Oursler and April Oursler Arm- 
strong (Doubleday—$3.95) 


No more recommendation of this book 
need be given than that it does for the life 
of Paul what The Greatest Story Ever Told 
did for the life of Jesus. 


GROWING SPIRITUALLY, by E. Stanley 
Jones (Abingdon—$1.50) 


Few writers have his power to make 
deep spiritual truth both concrete and in- 
spiring. Scripture for each day is lit up 
by comment while the will is strengthened 
by prayer and affirmation. 


THE HOUSEHOLD OF GOD, by Bishop 
Lesslie Newbigin (Friendship—$2.75) 

Excellent preparation for the World 
Council in Evanston! A wise Christian 
statesman, in both theory and practice, 
paints the problems and the power of 
church union. 


HOW TO BELIEVE, by Ralph W. Sockman 
(Doubleday—$2.50) 


Deep questions find simple but basic 
answers. Each chapter explains a part of 
the Apostles’ Creed. The historic faith is 
made to live today. 


JESUS CHRIST AND HIS CROSS, by F. 
W. Dillistone (Westminster—$2.50) 

The main theme of Lent, the Atonement, 
is presented in living thought, combining 
profundity with simplicity. A  distin- 
guished scholar portrays Christ’s redeem- 
ing work with rich clarity. 


THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH, by Samuel! 
H. Miller (Harper—$2.00) 


A preacher, teacher, and excellent writer 
who has suffered deeply and learned much 
Christian faith first-hand discusses a basic 
theme. 


TO LIVE IS CHRIST, by Ralph A. Herring 
(Broadman—$1.50) 


Paul’s letter to the Philippians is not 
only made clear but mediated by a spirit 
aglow with its message. Biblical exposition 
is here set to spiritual music. 


Dr. Ferré is professor of systematic the- 
ology in the Vanderbilt University School 
of Religion. 


LIVING THE TEN COMMANDMENTS, by 
Carroll E. Simcox (Morehouse—$2.25) 
Seldom have the Ten Commandments 


been made to live with Christian depth as 
much as in this treatment. The verve of 
the writing makes delightful reading with- 
out sacrifice of either taste or seriousness. 


MEDITATIONS OF THE HEART, by How- 
ard Thurman (Harper—$2.75) 
Those who have read Deep Is the Hun- 


ger or who have heard Dr. Thurman speak, 
know how concentrated his meditations 
become and how beautiful. 


PRIMER ON ROMAN CATHOLICISM 
FOR PROTESTANTS, by Stanley |. Stuber 
(Association—$2.00) 

This is a needed handbook. It tells con- 


cretely what the Catholics believe and 
why, and how they differ from the Protes- 
tants’ positions. 


RECOVERY OF FAMILY LIFE, by Elton 
and Pauline Trueblood (Harper—$1.50) 
The treatment of this topic by this 


couple is recommendation enough. The 
place of the man and the woman in family 
life is particularly stressed. 


THE STORY OF JESUS, by Theodore P. 
Ferris (Oxford—$2.30) 

Seldom has a more simple, direct, inter- 
esting and, for its purposes, competent life 
of Jesus been written for the modern read- 
er. , 


THE SUN AND THE UMBRELLA, by Nels 
F. S. Ferré (Harper—$2.00) 
A modern parable written in the power 


and spirit of the New Testament. It cuts 
right to the heart of our muddled theology. 
Bishop GERALD KENNEDY (Recommended 
by the Religious Publishers Group Com- 
mittee for the Protestant Lenten Reading 
List.) 


THAT THE WORLD MAY KNOW, by 
Charles W. Ranson (Friendship—$2.00) 
Never has the selector heard Christian 


missions sing as this book does with gos- 
pel joy, urgency, relevance and interest. 

WHO SPEAKS FOR MAN? by Norman 
Cousins (Macmillan—$3.00) 

The world reports and reflections of this 
great spirit and expert writer captured the 
selector. Would that every Christian read 
it! 





AGAPE AND EROS, by Anders Nygren 
(Westminster—$7.00) 

A classic at birth, this book is more than 
a history of Christian thought. It is a 
revolutionary treatment of love as central 
to Christianity. 


EARLY CHRISTIAN FATHERS, Vol. I, by 
Cyril C. Richardson (Westminster—$5.00) 
The first volume of The Library of Chris- 


tian Classics gives a vivid picture of the 
Early Christian Church through its key 
literature. Good introduction to each se- 
lection will help the reader to orient his 
thinking. 


A THEOLOGY OF THE LIVING CHURCH, 
by Harold DeWolfe (Harper—$5.00) 

For the first time in many years the 
Christian faith finds systematic expres- 
sion, clearly and simply, at the hand of an 
American theologian. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
William Crowe, Jr., First church, Wil- 

mington, N. C., will become pastor of the 

Roswell, Ga., church March 2. 

Jesse R. Hutcheson, Charlotte 
House, Va., will become assistant 
intendent of the Presbyterian 
Lynchburg, Va., March 1. 
said the position was 
board of directors looking to the event 
that he will eventually become super- 
intendent of the institution. 

T. H. Pollard from Rockport, Texas, to 
Box 164, Woodsboro, Texas, where he 
becomes pastor March 1. 

Carl R. McCain from Marion, Va., to 
First church, Brooksville, Fla. 

Earl B. Wiggins from Wichita Falls, 
Texas, to First church, 170 Cypress Ave., 
Natchitoches, La. 

Malcolm S. Sweet from Carbondale, Pa., 
to 224 4th St., Box 139, Juneau, Alaska. 

Robert W. Odell (Chaplain, USN) from 
Norfolk, Va., to USS Amphion (AR 13), 
% FPO, New York. 

John O. Barksdale from 
1478 Shironomae, Miage 
Nada ku, Kobe, Japan. 

Harold W. Minor, Jr., is completing 
his work in Scotland and will be at 408 
Lofton Road, N. W., Atlanta, Ga., tem- 
porarily before entering the pastorate. 

Dan €E. Car!ton from Rockingham, N. 
C., to the Royal Oaks church, Route 2, 
Box 40, Kannapolis, N. C. 

J. M. Waggett from Southport, N. C., to 
Hartwell, Ga. 

H. Allan Scott from Louisville, Ky., to 
2300 Clairmont Rd., Decatur, Ga. 

Ernst Wm. Nagel from Caddo 
Ark., to Broadway Hotel, Hot 
Ark. 

B. D. D. Greer from San Saba, Texas, to 
First church, Sterling City, Texas. 

Frank A. Davison from Hollis, N. Y., 
to Box 517, Erwin, N. C. 

W. Uptegrove Holley 
Springs, Miss., to 129 
nings, La. 

Robert W. Gray, formerly of 
Mass., of the USA church, has 
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DAVIS AND ELKINS | 
COLLEGE 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian Character and 
thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing climate; 
modern buildings; excellent equipment. 

A spendidly trained faculty of Chris- 
tian men and women. 


A good place for an investment. 


R. B. PURDUM, President 


college 


individual 





stalled as pastor of the Mullins and Fork, 
S. C., churches. He is a recent graduate 
of Andover-Newton Seminary. 


MODERATORS 

John Knowles, of the Tullylish church, 
Banbridge, County Down, since 1922, has 
been named Moderator of the Presby- 
terian General Assembly in Ireland, suc- 
ceeding J. E. Davey when the Assembly 
meets in June. 

J. L. Gray, Napier, New Zealand, is the 
new Moderator of the New Zealand Pres- 
byterian General Assembly. 


PRESBYTERY SCs 

Changes in presbytery Stated Clerks 
since the General Assembly’s Minutes 
were published are as follows: 

Mobile: D. H. Edington, Jr., 
Hill, Ala. 

Washburn: 
Ark. 

Mangum: 
Okla. 

El Paso: 
Texas. 

St. Johns: F. W. Widmer, Tampa, Fla. 

Columbia: Wm. Lowry Walker, Mt. 
Pleasant, Tenn. 


TRAVEL 
Harrison Ray Anderson, Fourth church, 
Chicago, and Mrs. Anderson will sail for 


Spring 
J. Russell Cross, Conway, 
S. P. Riccobene, Shawnee, 


R. Gage Lloyd, Big Spring, 








Accredited Liberal Arts 
College ... Outstanding 
Conservatory of Music 
... Christian, homelike 
atmosphere ... Joyous 
campus life ... Investi- 
gate 


M.S. WOODSON, Pres. 
Red Springs, N. C. 


the Holy Land March 3, returning May 
16. 

Emory Ross, widely known Africa mis- 
sionary, will lead a study tour to Africa 
next summer. 

C. Newman Faulconer, Waynesboro, 
Va., pastor will lead a Holy Land tour 
in June and July. 

Alton H. Glasure, St. Petersburg, Fla., 
is leading a tour to Scandinavian and 
other European countries next summer. 

Massey Mott Heltzel, Reid Memorial 
church, Augusta, Ga., and family will 
sail in April to exchange pulpits with 
William Sutherland, of the Sefton Park 
church, Liverpool (where Ian Maclaren 
was once pastor) for three months. Mr. 
Heltzel will be the fraternal delegate 
from the Presbyterian Church, U. S., to 
the General Assemblies of the Church of 
Scotland and also of the Presbyterian 
Church of England. Dr. Sutherland will 
speak at various summer conferences in 
this country, including the one at Massa- 
netta Springs, Va. 


DEATH 

John Robert Phipps, 67, died Dec. 28, 
at Varina, N. C., where he had served 
since 1946. Before that he was pastor at 
Pollocksville for 28 years. 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR 
COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member South- 
ern Association College and Secondary 
Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A. A. and A. S. degrees. Graduates trans- 
fer to Junior class best colleges. Pro- 
fessor each ten students. Personal at- 
tention. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two- 
year business course. Preparatory 
department with llth, 12th grades. 
Veterans. Moderate charges. Scholar- 
ships. Self-help. 

PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Louis C. LaMotte, M.A. 
Th. D., D. D., President 
Box 38-R, MAXTON, 
NORTH CAROLINA 











DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


John R. Cunningham, President 


WITH A PURPOSE 


Davidson, N. C. 








College 


Founded 1819 


Liberal Arts, Coeducational, Presbyterian, Accred- 
ited by Association of American Universities, South- 
ern Association, National Association of Schools of 
Music, American Association of University Women, 
American Medical Association, etc. 
336 per semester for tuition, fees, room, board, 
and may be met in part by self-help. Address 


RALPH WALDO LLOYD, President 


Charges average 


Maryville, Tennessee 











Presbyterian @ Coeducational 


room, and tuition $730. 





Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. 
accredited. Four-year liberal arts, sciences, business education. FOUR 
TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: (1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant 
in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. Sixty-acre campus. Intramural sports. 
Dormitories. Summer session. Catalog and illustrated booklet. Board, 


KING COLLEGE 


Founded 1867 
Fully 


R. T. L. LISTON, President, Box P, Bristol, Tenn. 
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